Developmental Highlights of Your Eight Year Old
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Described as outgoing, lively and evaluative.

Does not withdraw when the going gets tough ( like at 7).
Responsive to environment

Expanding emotionally, (outgrowing shyness) and relating to other people more easily.

All too aware of his mistakes and also aware when others don’t respond like he would like them to.

Extremely sensitive to perceived criticism of others.

Intellectually becoming more expansive.

Beginning to “get it” and believe that we are not mortal.

Loves to talk.

Personal space is expanding.

In general, healthier and less easily fatigued than at 7. 

More fond of rough and tumble play.

Tempo is rapid when he talks, reads, writes, eats………

Subtle changes in body-definitely growing up.

Relationships extremely important—how he feels about others and how they feel about him.

Tends to listen closely when adults talk amongst themselves.

Curious and interested in human relationships—can be down right nosy.

Conscious of own appearance and personal qualities.

Sometimes torn between desire to grow up and the wish to remain as he is.

Tends to exaggerate his problems and dilemmas.

Often performance is only mediocre and his notions of other people’s standards is extremely high.  This leads to tears and temporary unhappiness.

Hard on himself and had on others.

Can be quarrelsome and aggressive towards others, especially mom.

When things go wrong, get truly angry.  Some show their anger at least partly in jest.

Becoming more responsible in regard to time.

Aware of punctuality.

